

CLaIHR/CLA Film Festival March 18-19, 2011

Friday: 5:00 pm – Macdonald Hall rm 202
Film: Born into Brothels (2004):
A tribute to the resiliency of childhood and the restorative power of art, "Born into Brothels" is a portrait of several unforgettable children who live in the red light district of Calcutta where their mothers are prostitutes. Zana Briski, a New York-based photojournalist who travelled to India to document the lives of women in the brothels, gives these youngsters cameras and teaches them how to take pictures, leading them to look at their world with new eyes. Together with co-director Ross Kauffman, Briski captures the magical way in which beauty can be found in the most unlikely of places and how a promising future becomes a possibility for children who previously had no future at all. Touching and heartfelt, yet devoid of sentimentality, "Born into Brothels" defies the tear-stained tourist snapshot of the global underbelly. Zana Briski spent years with these children and became a part of their lives. Their photographs are prisms into their souls, rather than anthropological curiosities, and a true testimony to the power of the indelible creative spirit. Winner of the Audience Award at the 2004 Sundance Film Festival and over twenty other major film festival prizes.
(http://www.kids-with-cameras.org/bornintobrothels) 
Panellists:

Catherine McKenna

Catherine is co-Founder and Executive Director of Canadian Lawyers Abroad. While a huge fan of Canada (and of her hometown, Hamilton), Catherine has always enjoyed working and living abroad. After finishing a degree in international relations and French at the University of Toronto, she filmed a documentary in Asia, “Real Travels: 60 days in Indonesia.” Catherine then completed a Master's degree in International Relations at the London School of Economics and a law degree at McGill. In 1997, she worked as a Trade Policy Officer at the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs. Returning to Asia, Catherine practiced law at a corporate firm in Jakarta and then joined the UN peacekeeping mission in East Timor as the legal advisor to the Chief Minister in the Timor Sea treaty negotiations with Australia. In 2002, Catherine joined Stikeman Elliott LLP, working in the areas of competition, trade, and constitutional law. During this time she was senior counsel on the Rt. Hon. Antonio Lamer's review of Canada's military justice system. Catherine has written a number of articles and submissions about proposed amendments to the Competition Act and testified before parliamentary committees. She is admitted to the bars of Ontario and New York. She volunteers with a number of organizations, is actively engaged in policy debates, and recently joined the Advisory Board of the Trudeau Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies. Catherine lives in Ottawa with her husband Scott Gilmore, the founder of Peace Dividend Trust, and their three young children.  
Katherine Fournier

Katherine Fournier is a lawyer practicing family and corporate law in Montreal. She is a graduate of the University of Sherbrooke Faculty of Law where she obtained a master’s degree in common law and transnational law. She also obtained a master’s degree in international law from the University of Montreal, which motivated her to address the problem of sexual exploitation of children from a Canadian and international perspective. In 2009, she completed an internship at the International Bureau for Children’s Rights, working on issues such as child sex tourism and child trafficking. She is a passionate child rights activist.

Katherine is a speaker with Beyond Borders, a national volunteer organization advancing the rights of children to be free from sexual abuse and exploitation.  Beyond Borders is also the Canadian representative of ECPAT International.  The organization
· raises awareness

· advocates for improved legislation

· monitors court cases for human rights violations

· promotes and supports effective prevention and intervention initiatives

· intervenes in court cases to provide a voice for victims

· and provides training and education.

Katherine speaks on behalf of Beyond Borders on issues including Child Sex Tourism, Commercial Child Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking, and International Child Law.

Saturday: 11:00 am – Macdonald Hall rm 001

Film: Uganda’s Haunted Children (2006)

It’s been called the Pearl of Africa. But more recently Uganda’s been known as the worst country in the world to be a child, where an entire generation has been caught up in a bloody civil war. Fighting the government for 20 years, the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) is known for its unspeakable brutality and has built its ranks by abducting children. Tens of thousands have lost their childhood. But thanks to a government amnesty program to coax rebels out of the bush, twenty thousand children have escaped and returned home - only to find there is no escape from their troubles.  CBC News Correspondent follows Canadian researchers who are working to rehabilitate the LRA’s child soldiers — many of whom have found there’s no escape from their troubles.

This documentary will interview Uganda's president Yoweri Museveni and ask him why he refuses to call in the UN when clearly he has not been able to protect the civilians in the camps from rebel attacks. The president will take us on a journey to the site of a historic massacre to justify his reason for pursuing a military solution with the rebels.
(http://www.cbclearning.ca/CBCEDS/shopping/product.aspx?CatalogName=CBCEDSBase&CategoryName=global_studies_all_global_studies_titles&Product_ID=Y8X-05-03&Variant_ID=Y8X-05-03-010101) 

Panellists:

Walter Dorn

Walter Dorn is an Associate Professor of defence studies at the Royal Military College of Canada and the Canadian Forces College. He currently serves as Chair of the Department of Security and International Affairs at the CFC. He is also Chair of Canadian Pugwash, an organization of physical, life and social scientists seeking to reduce the threats to global security.

Dr. Dorn is a scientist by training, whose doctoral research was aimed at chemical sensing for arms control.  His interests are now broader, covering both international and human security, especially peacekeeping and the United Nations.

At the Canadian Forces College he lectures in courses and teaches officers from Canada and a score of other countries in the fields of arms control, peace operations and international security.

As an "operational professor," he has gained experience in field missions. In 1999, he was a district electoral officer with the United Nations Mission in East Timor. He also served with the UN in Ethiopia and at UN headquarters with the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations. In early 2010, he was a Visiting Professional in the Office of the Prosecutor at the International Criminal Court in The Hague.

Since 1983, he has served as the UN Representative of Science for Peace, a Canadian NGO. In the United States, he was a Senior Research Fellow at Cornell, a consultant to UN Studies at Yale, a visiting scholar at the Cooperative Monitoring Centre in New Mexico, and an adviser to the Federation of American Scientist.

As an "activist," Dr. Dorn seeks to promote international peace and security through research, education and field work.

Darryl Robinson

Darryl Robinson was a Hauser Scholar at New York University School of Law, where he received the Jerome Lipper Award for outstanding achievement in international law.  Prior to that, he was a President's Scholar at the University of Western Ontario and Gold Medalist at the Faculty of Law. 

He articled in Toronto and clerked at the Supreme Court of Canada for Justice John Major.

Professor Robinson served as a Legal Officer at Foreign Affairs Canada from 1997-2004, providing legal advice and engaging in international negotiations concerning international human rights, humanitarian and criminal law.  His work in the creation of the International Criminal Court and in the development of Canada's new war crimes legislation earned him a Minister's Citation and a Minister's Award for Foreign Policy Excellence.

He joined the International Criminal Court as an adviser to the Chief Prosecutor, from 2004 to 2006, helping to shape the first policies and strategies of the new institution.  He was also involved in litigation, providing legal advice, negotiating cooperation agreements with the UN, Interpol and others, and strengthening external relations.

From 2006 to 2008, he was a Fellow, Adjunct Professor and Director of the International Human Rights Clinic at the University of Toronto.  He was involved in an intervention at the Supreme Court of Canada in the Omar Khadr case, research for the Air India inquiry, and bringing a case to the European Court of Human Rights on behalf of a community of Roma who were expelled from their homes.

He joined Queen's University Faculty of Law in July 2008, where he teaches international law, international criminal law, and international human rights law.  In 2010, he and 3 other law professors received a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council grant to observe and assess the ICC Review Conference negotiations in Uganda.

Melanie Adrian

Melanie Adrian’s work critically examines the tensions which arise when a general religious right is applied in a specific context and what this application signifies for national identity and cultural norms. She looks in her writing at minority rights and their manifestation in relationship to international and national human right norms and respect for national values. Her forthcoming book takes up these issues in France specifically and places these in a wider European context.

Dr. Adrian holds her PhD in Social Anthropology and the Study of Religion from Harvard University (USA). This degree is built on an M.A from Essex University (U.K) in the Theory and Practice of Human Rights, an A.M with a focus on Religion and Human Rights from Harvard University (USA), and a B.A from the University of Waterloo (Canada) in Comparative Religion with a Peace and Conflict Studies option. Two recent publications include Adrian, M. (2006) "Laïcité Unveiled: A Case Study of Human Rights, Religion and Culture in France." Human Rights Review 8 (1). P.102-114; Adrian, M. (2009) “France, the Veil, and Religious Freedom.” Journal of Religion, State and Society 37 (4). P.345-374. 

Dr. Adrian is currently on faculty in the Department of Law at Carleton University in Ottawa. 

Stanley Corbett

Professor Corbett is appointed to the Faculty of Law at Queen's University.  He is also a member of the Affiliated Faculty with the Queen's Centre for Health Services and Policy Research, and is a sessional lecturer in the Faculty of Health Sciences.  He has an M.A. and a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Queen's, and he taught Philosophy at Acadia University from 1980 to 1992.  He received his LL.B. from Queen's in 1995.  His current areas of teaching include Public and Constitutional Law, Administrative Law, and Human Rights.  In addition, he teaches Health Law in the Faculty of Health Sciences and Public International Law at Queen's International Study Centre at Herstmonceux.  From 1995 - 2004 he taught courses on health policy and public sector ethics in the School of Policy Studies. 

In 1999 he provided two background papers for the review of the Canadian Human Rights Act.  More recently, he provided a research study for the Gomery Commission on the constitutional foundation of the obligation to account for government expenditures.  He was the editor, with Keith Banting, of "Health Policy and Federalism" published by McGill-Queen's in 2002.  In 2007 his book, "Canadian Human Rights Law and Commentary" was published by LexisNexis.  The book examines the relationship between the scope of human rights guarantees as defined in the international human rights instruments to which Canada is signatory and the domestic implementation of those guarantees.

Saturday:  2:00 pm – Macdonald Hall rm 001

Film: Lost in the Struggle (2006)
The Fifth Estate wanted to know why young men in some neighbourhoods of Canadian cities are drawn to a culture of violence. A culture where drug sales are often a source of income, friendships are defended with weapons, and a deadly dispute can start with a disrespectful glance.

Rather than accessing this world through the police or social workers, producers wanted to document the lives of the young men in their own voices. To learn what options are available to a young person who grows up in a culture where loyalty is determined by whom you're willing to protect. And to understand how they get left behind by the systems of education, social services and justice that are supposed to protect them.

To get the access needed to tell this story, producers enlisted two young filmmakers. Paul Nguyen and Mark Simms grew up in Toronto's Jane and Finch neighbourhood, … Simms and Nguyen introduced producers at the fifth estate to three young men who have all lived with violence, at times as the victim, at times the perpetrator. Phong Nguyen, aka Chuckie, Andrew Burnett, aka Burnz and Albi Aziz, aka Freshy, all grew up in Jane and Finch.

One has lived by the gun from a young age. Another desperately wants to get out of the cycle of violence and retribution but doesn't know how. The other aspires to a criminal life despite the better options available to him.

The fifth estate, together with Simms and Nguyen as film crew, spent 10 months following Chuckie's, Burnz' and Freshy's lives, from their criminal exploits and encounters with the justice system to their relationships with family, friends, and each other.

The turns their lives took, the dilemmas they faced and the decisions they made formed the narrative of the story. The stories that unfold are of struggle: to succeed when poverty, lack of education and opportunity pull you down; to escape from the only life you've known; and to make positive choices in the face of anger and aimlessness.
(http://www.cbc.ca/fifth/lostinthestruggle/index.html) 

Panellists:

Landon Pearson

The Honourable Landon Pearson is a long-time advocate for the rights and well-being of children. As the wife of a Canadian diplomat she brought up their five children in five countries and learned first-hand about the challenges confronting the world’s children. 

Prior to her appointment to the Senate of Canada in 1994, she had extensive experience as a volunteer with a number of local, national and international organizations concerned with children.

    * As Vice-Chairperson of the Canadian Commission for the International Year of the Child (1979), she edited the Commission’s report, For Canada’s Children: National Agenda for Action. 

    * From 1984 to 1990, she served as President and then Chair of the Canadian Council on Children and Youth.

    * She was a founding member and Chair of the Canadian Coalition for the Rights of Children from 1989 until she was summoned to the Senate.

    * In May 1996, Senator Pearson was named Advisor on Children’s Rights to the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

    * In 1998 became the Personal Representative of the Prime Minister to the 2002 United Nations Special Session on Children.

Upon her retirement from the Senate in 2005, Landon Pearson moved to Carleton University where she directs a Resource Centre for the Study of Childhood and Children’s Rights established in her name. The Landon Pearson Resource Centre is devoted to promoting the rights of children and youth. She is also adjunct professor in the Pauline Jewett Institute of Women’s Studies.

Landon Pearson has published two books, and authored many articles on child-related issues and continues to write about and to lecture on children’s rights, especially the rights of children in difficult circumstances.  She has received many awards, including the Canada Volunteer Award in 1990 and several honourary doctorates.  In 2005, she was one among 1000 women world wide nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.  In 2008 she was appointed to the Order of Canada.

Nicholas Bala

Nicholas Bala has been a law professor at Queen’s University since 1980, where he teaches family law, advanced family law, clinical family law, children’s law and contracts. He is also presently involved in teaching in the part-time graduate program in Family Law at Osgoode Hall Law School. His primary area of teaching and research is Family and Children’s law. Much of his research work has been interdisciplinary, and he has addressed such issues as: the legal definition of marriage and the family, including polygamy; child abuse and child witnesses; child welfare law; family violence; best interests of children: and juvenile justice. Prof. Bala written or co-authored 15 books and more than 130 articles and book chapters, and his work is frequently cited by the courts, including the Supreme Court of Canada.
Daren Dougall

Daren Dougall has been the Executive Director at the Youth Diversion Program since 1985.  Under his guidance the Youth Diversion Program has grown to deliver both Youth Justice and preventative programs to over 700 youth each year.   He has been a guest lecturer at the Ontario Police College, participating in the redesign and implementation of the provincial Youth Crime Course, and has taught at St. Lawrence College in Kingston.  Currently he is a sessional adjunct professor in the Faculty of Education at Queen’s University.  Daren has presented workshops on community based youth justice programming at conferences sponsored by organizations and educational institutions locally, nationally and internationally.  He holds a B.A. (Hons) and M.Ed., both from Queen’s University at Kingston.  His thesis was in the area of school violence policy.  In 2010 he was the recipient of an honourary diploma from St. Lawrence College

Over the years, he has been involved in board work at the local Boys and Girls Club, the provincial Community Justice Association, and various volunteer organizations, as well as a member of the  Kingston Police Chief’s Advisory Committee.   He is a past board member of Kingston Community Legal Clinic, Kingston Community Health Centre, Kingston Employment and Youth Services,  the Child and Youth Worker Advisory Council at St. Lawrence College, Kingston.  At present he is co-chair of the KFL& A Children and Youth Services Steering Committee, and has been  active on several planning bodies and advisory groups including youth engagement strategies, mental health and addictions, and street engaged youth.

He has been involved in the development of several unique programs, including a transitional learning centre, an alternative to home suspension program, and various cognitive skills based programs.

Saadya Hamdani

Saadya Hamdani has worked for the protection and promotion of human rights, particularly the rights of women, children and workers since 1999.

She has worked in several countries in South East Asia and South Asia and has designed and implemented development assistance programs, advocacy campaigns and capacity building initiatives for government officials, civil society organizations and employers and workers organizations through her various assignments with bilateral donor agencies, the United Nations system including with the International Labour Organization.  The major thrust of her work is upstream legislative, policy and institutional change for which she has contributed to several policy papers, briefs and testimonials relating to international human rights and labour standards. She has also worked to ensure that the human rights approach is applied in emergency situations.  Saadya is currently working as Advocacy Specialist at UNICEF Canada managing the domestic advocacy programme.

Saadya’s academic back ground includes a master in international development and a master in human rights from the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Leanne Wight

Leanne Wight is a family law lawyer employed by Legal Aid Ontario as the Supervisory Duty Counsel at the Family Court in Kingston. Before becoming a lawyer, Leanne spent four years as a medic in the Canadian Forces and she continues her involvement with the military community by facilitating workshops, in conjunction with a social worker, on family law and parenting issues. 

In her current position, Leanne works with low income Ontarians who appear before the Family Court without legal representation.  She takes a holistic approach to resolving family conflicts and routinely engages with community partners to assist clients who are disadvantaged by poverty, mental illness, drug addiction, lack of housing or disability.  Leanne is experienced in child protection and domestic violence cases and has a particular interest in access to justice for disadvantaged people.

Leanne maintains her connection to Queen's University and mentors law students as well young lawyers. She is actively involved in the community through organizations such as the Katarokwi Native Friendship Centre, the Frontenac Law Association and the Kingston-Frontenac Anti-Violence Co-ordinating Committee.
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